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If Buddhaghosa had in mind the
four siddhantas when he composed the
commentaries to the four Nikayas, he
would almost surely have indicated
this in some way. He is not the kind of
author who works with his exegetical
schemes hidden in the background.
To the contrary, he tends to delight in
bringing forth his schemes of analysis
and making them fully explicit.
His typical procedure, which may
already have been in the old Sinhala
commentaries that he edited, is to first
state in the abstract the categories

relevant to his discussion and then to

074 ‘ TSRS S=ER | 25 46 HB l2015.04

flesh them in with citations from the
suttas that illustrate them.

A global search through the entire
corpus of commentaries, using
the search function of the Chattha
Sangayana Tipitaka, fails to turn up the
word siddhanta (Pali for Skt siddhanta)
in the commentaries ascribed to
Buddhaghosa. The word does appear in
the tikas, the subcommentaries, which
were composed in a period beginning
a century or more after Buddhaghosa.
The tikas, however, use the word
siddhanta in a different sense than
the Dazhidulun, namely, as a gloss
on the word samaya, which (in this
context) means “doctrine” or “tenet.”
Thus the Silakkhandhavagga-Tika, the
subcommentary to the first part of the
Digha Nikaya, states in a gloss on a
line from the commentary: Samayam
avilomento ti siddhantam avirodhento,
etena atthadosabhavamaha. “Not

contradicting the doctrine: not

opposing the tenet (siddhanta); hence
he speaks of the absence of any fault
in the meaning.” This seems to be the

meaning of the word siddhanta, as
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used in later Indian Buddhist literature,
according to which a school’s siddhanta
is its distinctive tenet system.

The Dazhidulun (DZDL) employs
the word siddhanta ( 7&1g ) in the sense
of “hermeneutical principle,” guideline
to interpretation, purpose of a teaching.
In the commentaries of Buddhaghosa,
one finds many sets of hermeneutical
principles, but nowhere does one find
the four siddhantas of DZDL-—not
even under a different group name. If
Buddhaghosa were acquainted with
them—or if these four had appeared in
the old commentaries that Buddhaghosa
consulted—we can be certain that he
would have introduced them as keys
to interpreting the texts. But they are
simply not found at all in his works
and it therefore seems to me highly
improbable that they constituted some
hidden explanation for the titles he
assigned to his commentaries.

Buddhaghosa is not shy about using
sets of interpretative principles as
keys to explicating the suttas, and he
particularly seems to draw upon sets

of four. Thus he classifies the suttas

BeAER |
LEmEIAE "09FEB 05?2 —

according to a scheme of “four grounds
for the laying down of a discourse”
(cattaro suttanikkhepa): that is, a suttas
may be pronounced according to the
Buddha’s own inclination, due to the
inclination of others, in response to a
question, or on account of a particular
incident (attajjhasayo parajjhasayo
pucchavasiko atthuppattiko). This
scheme is explained at the beginning
of each of the four Nikayas. Another
scheme that occurs at the beginning of
the Majjhima Nikaya, and is employed
elsewhere, distinguishes teachings
according to whether they are taught
in terms of qualities with qualities
as basis, or in terms of persons with
qualities as basis, or in terms of
persons with persons as basis, or in
terms of qualities with persons as basis
(dhammadhitthana dhammadesana,
dhammadhitthana puggaladesana,
puggaladhitthana puggaladesana,
puggaladhitthana dhammadesana).
The teachings, particularly dependent
origination, are said to have a fourfold
depth: depth of meaning, depth of

doctrine, depth of exposition, and
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depth of penetration (atthagambhirata,
dhammagambhirata, desanagambhirata,
pativedhagambhirata).

Still more fourfold exegetical
schemes could be cited, but the
above should suffice to show that
this particular number was a favorite
of Buddhaghosa or of the ancient
commentaries he edited. It also shows
that Buddhaghosa brings forth, at the
very outset, the sets of principles that
underlie his analysis of the suttas.
Yet we do not find any mention in
his works of the four siddhantas of
DZDL, either under that name or under
some other name, in the commentarial
literature of the Pali tradition. We
do not find that scheme in the works
under Buddhaghosa’s authorship or in
those composed by later commentators
such as Dhammapala, Ananda, the Sri
Lankan Sariputta, or others.

As to the titles of the Nikaya
commentaries, the colophons by
Buddhaghosa indicate the rationale
behind them (see attachment with
translations of the verses of each

colophon relevant to the titles).

He named the Digha commentary
Sumarigala-vilasini because the elder
who sponsored him was resident
at the Sumangala Parivena. He
named the Anguttara commentary
Manorathapirani because composing it
was the fulfillment (pdrani) of his wish
(manoratha) to write commentaries
on the four Nikayas. The name of the
Majjhima commentary, Papafcasiidant,
“Destroyer of Mental Fabrication,”
may suggest the therapeutic siddhanta,
though it is still improbable that
Buddhaghosa had this in mind. The
name of the Samyutta commentary,
Saratthappakasini, “Revealer of
the Essential Meaning,” does not
necessarily refer to “supreme meaning”
in contrast to more mundane purposes.
The word sarattha means simply
essential meaning, and Buddhaghosa
probably used that word in his title
because the commentary explains the
essential meaning of the suttas in the
Samyutta Nikaya. It does not imply that
the Samyutta conveys a higher meaning
than the other three Nikayas, something

Buddhaghosa nowhere asserts and is
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unlikely to have agreed with.

Thus Master Yinshun’s thesis rests
only on a partial and very uncertain
correspondence of one title (that of
the Majjhima commentary) with one
of the four siddhantas of the DZDL.
It presupposes a hermeneutic scheme
that is nowhere brought forward in
Buddhaghosa’s commentaries, contrary
to his usual practice. And it further
presupposes a scheme with which
Buddhaghosa, from all the evidence
available, does not seem to have had
any acquaintance.
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subcommentaries ) 1 H{ IR > 1] &
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Samayam avilomento ti
siddhantam avirodhento, etena
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Digha Nikaya Commentary

Ayacito sumangala, parivenanivasina
thiragunena;
Dathanagasanghattherena,

theravamsanvayena.

Dighagamavarassa dasabala,
gunaganaparidipanassa atthakatham,;
Yam arabhim sumangala, vilasinim
nama namena.

Requested by the Sangha elder
Dathanaga, a resident at the
Sumangala Parivena (a monastic
study institute), a follower in the
lineage of elders, one strong in
virtues, I composed the commentary
with the name Sumangalavilasini
(“Embellishment of the Very
Auspicious”), [the commentary] to
the excellent Digha Agama, which
illuminates the multitude of virtues
of the One with the Ten Powers (= the
Buddha).
Dathanaga j&— {7 EL 58 S 51T 15 1F
(- EMRERET) Y- R ASE
IR E AP RERES - RIftATES -
HE (RIE) BUHEHR > w4 E
Sumangalavilasini ( &% ff.Z BZ8fi ) »
HEET#E () LREhE -

Majjhima Nikaya Commentary

Ayacito sumatina therena
bhadantabuddhamittena,

Pubbe mayiradatapattanamhi
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saddhim nivasantena.
Paravadavidhamsanassa
majjhimanikayasetthassa,

Yamaham papafcastidanimatthakatham
katumarabhim.

Requested by the very wise elder,
Venerable Buddhamitta,

who in the past dwelled [with me] in
Mayiiraditapattana,

to the excellent Majjhima Nikaya,
which destroys the doctrines of others,
I composed the commentary
Papaiicasiidani [“Destroyer of Mental
Fabrication™].

I3 B S 82 2 K% Buddhamitta
TR IEEE R - 55 T R R
MEE BRIt B =z () (Y
SHO WER T AT EGE W
Br& 1 HVESR - &0 RE T LA

Mayiiradiitapattana 3:{3: o

Samyutta Nikaya Commentary

Bahukarassa yatinam
vipassanacaranipunabuddhinam,
Samyuttavaranikayassa
atthasamvannanam katum.
“Saddhammassa ciratthitimasisamanena

ya maya,

AR

BEREAE "00%B) 15?2 —

Nipuna atthakatha araddha

saratthapakasini nama.

Desiring the long duration of the good

Dhamma,

I composed the subtle commentary

named Saratthapakasint

giving an explanation of the meaning of

the excellent Samyutta Nikaya,

which is helpful to monks of subtle

intellect who practice insight.

REEE L - FET IR -

L TRBLIERE | LIRS
(THIERRY 22 - ILH BB

FIAREE A

Anguttara Nikaya Commentary

Sabbagamasamvannanamanoratho
plrito ca me yasma;

Etaya manorathapiiraniti namam tato
assa.

Because this work fulfilled my wish to
comment on all the Agamas,

it has been given the name
Manorathapurani (“The Fulfiller of
Wishes”).
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