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Some Notes Regarding the So-called “Difficult Phrases’ in
Those Earlier Sutras Translated during Han and Jin Dynasty
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In Chinese Tripitakas there are “difficult’ words or phrases in suttas which
were translated between Han and Jin dynasty. These words or phrases are difficult
to gain ‘precise’ or ‘proper’ meaning. Though some of them did not adopt rare
characters at all, the meaning of them had migrated with times, and became
different with conventional meaning nowadays. We may put these words or
phrases into two categories: one is to have them expounded in the light of
contemporary Chinese books of them, the other is to find clues for explanations
through comparative studies. This article raises some examples of these two
categories for detail examination.
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‘Dittham vo, bhikkhave, “caranam nama cittam”ti?” ‘Evam,
bhante’. ‘Tampi kho, bhikkhave, caranam nama cittam citteneva
cittitam. Tenapi kho, bhikkhave, caranena cittena cittanfeva
cittataram.” ®
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