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A Review of Implication of Cessation of Mind
Activity and Language in the
Miilamadhyamakakarika

Jue-hui Shi
Fuyan Buddhist Institute, Postgraduate

Abstract

In Kumarajiva’s chinese interpretation of the Miilamadhyamakakarika with
commentary attributed to Pingalanetra, Chapter 18 “Examination of Dharmas”
describes the reality with the verse “mind activity and language ceased, unborn
and unceasing, reality is like nirvana”. Literally, this verse describes the state of
the reality, however mind activity and language are terms relevant to a
practitioner’s experience, this verse may also be interpreted as describing the state
of a practitioner who has realized the reality. Kumarajiva’s interpretation of the
Milamadhyamakakarika with Pingalanetra’s commentary has long been regarded
as a key source for the study of early Madhyamaka teachings, and is highly valued
in both Buddhist and academic circles. Since the publication of the Sanskrit
version of Candrakirti’s commentary (Prasannapadd), interest in comparing the
Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Chinese versions of the Miilamadhyamakakarika has grown
significantly. As a result, Kumarajiva’s interpretation has come under criticism.
One example is the interpretation of MMK 18.7, where the Chinese phrase “mind
activity and language ceased” has been criticized by scholars such as Lii Cheng
and Wan Chin-chuan as a misinterpretation. Wan, citing the Sanskrit version in
Candrakirti’s Prasannapada, points out that the phrase “language ceased” is
conditional upon “mind activity ceased.” This interpretation is based on the
Sanskrit expression nivrtte cittagocare, which is a locative absolute indicating a
conditional relationship. Thus, Wan argues that Kumarajiva’s interpretation fails
to express the causal relation between the “mind activity ceased” and “language
ceased.”

However, this paper suggests that such critiques may be based on an unbalanced
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reliance on Prasannapada reading. According to the edition of the
Miilamadhyamakakarika published by Ye Shaoyong (based on the “JR IR =
j8i"), the corresponding Sanskrit term for “mind activity ceased” is nivrttas
cittagocarah, which is a masculine, singular, nominative. This matches the
grammatical structure of “language ceased,” thus indicating that both phrases
stand in parallel and do not necessarily imply a causal relationship.

This paper concludes that the version of MMK 18.7 found in Ye Shaoyong’s
edition is closest to Kumarajiva’s interpretation. The meaning of “mind activity
and language ceased” can be expressed on two levels: 1. From the perspective of
direct realization of the reality: It refers to the ultimate reality, which is
inconceivable, and without beginning, middle, or end. 2. From the perspective of
contemplation: It suggests that in the process of directly realizing the reality, the
phrase “language ceased” is conditional upon “mind activity ceased.” Both
phrases indicate a causal relationship.

Keywords: cessation of mind activity, cessation of language, nivrtte cittagocare,
nivrttas cittagocarah, reality, nirvana
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