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Vacanurakkhi manasa susamvuto, kayena ca nakusalam kayira;
Ete tayo kammapathe visodhaye, aradhaye maggamisippaveditam.
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Mavamanifietha papassa, na
mantam agamissati,
Udabindunipatena,
udakumbhopi piirati;

Balo pirati papassa, thokam
thokampi acinam.
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Mavamafiietha puffiassa, na
mantam agamissati,
Udabindunipatena,
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Duppabbajjam durabhiramam, duravasa ghara dukha;

Dukkhosamanasamvaso, dukkhanupatitaddhagu;
Tasma na caddhagii siya, na ca dukkhanupatito siya. (302)
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Bahitapapoti brahmano, samacariya samanoti vuccati;
Pabbajayamattano malam, tasma ‘pabbajito’ti vuccati.
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Aciram vatayam kayo, pathavim adhisessati;
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Deliberations on Lii Cheng’s Claim that the
Stiitra on the Forty-two Chapters Was
Extracted from a Certain Chinese Translation
of the Dharmapada

Ken Su
Independent Buddhist Researcher

Abstract

In 1965, Lii Cheng =12 published an article in the Buddhist Journal Xian Dai Fo
Xue BHEE titled The Date When the Siitra on the Forty-two Chapters (Si-shi-
er zhang jing) was Extracted. This article claims that the Siitra on the Forty-two
Chapters dates from the Eastern Jin dynasty and was extracted from Tan Guo’s
translation of the Dharmapada (Fa-Ju Jing). Lii’s article is concise and brief on
details about the deduction process and philological evidence. In his article, there
is an appendix of comparative verses that cross references the texts of the Siitra on
the Forty-two Chapters with verses from three extant Chinese translations of the
Dharmapada.

This paper will first examine the comparison of the verses presented in the
appendix and highlight the many points that are worthy of further investigation.
This task concludes that there are only five verses showing reasonable
correspondence to support the claim that the text was extracted from the
Dharmapada. This paper also demonstrates that some texts from the Sitra on the
Forty-two Chapters can be traced back to the Agamas and/or Nikayas.

Lii’s claim that the Siitra on the Forty-two Chapters is an extract from the
Dharmapada that was then converted into prose format lacks convincing
philological evidence. Furthermore, the possibility of other sources cannot be
ruled out. This paper takes a different position to that of Lii’s claim.

Keywords: Lii Cheng, Si-shi-er zhang jing (Siitra on the Forty-two Chapters),
An extract from the Fa-ju Jing, Fa-ju jing, Dhammapada/Dharmapada
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