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Narrative Differences in the Image of Eminent Monks
—Focusing on Zongxiao’s Fahua Jing Xianying Lu in
comparison with Zanning’s Song Gaoseng Zhuan,
Daoyuan’s Jing De Chuan Deng Lu and Huihung’s Chan
Lin Seng Bao Zhuan

Jau-woei Kung
National Taiwan Normal University,
Department of Chinese, Postgraduate

Abstract

This paper attempts to examine the differences in relation to the portrayals of
eminent monks found in the Fahua Xianyin Lu (EHZEEER), Song Gaoseng
Zhuan (Ri=f818), Jingde Chuan Deng Lu (S:{2{#55&5%) and Chan Lin Sengbao
Zhuan (f8Ff4EF (). In addition, the meaning behind the differences will also be
revealed. The conclusion suggests that the portrayals of eminent monks found in
the Fahua Xianyin Lu (/EZEZAESF) focus on their glorious deeds derived from
supernatural power and such an emphasis may be due to the purpose of attracting
Buddhist readers to practice the Buddha-dharma, especially to cultivate the
teachings taught in the Lotus Sutra. In addition, it seems that the author of Fahua
Xianyin Lu (EZEFAMESE) had an ambition to promote the linage of the Tiantai
School through the portrayals by emphasizing the glorious deeds of practitioners
from that linage and thereby inspire readers to become members of the Tiantai
School and transmit its doctrine.

Keywords: the image of the monks, narrative strategy, intertextuality, Fahua Jing
Xianying Lu, Song Gaoseng Zhuan, Jingde Chuan Deng Lu, Chan Lin Sengbao
Zhuan
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