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The Literary Contents and Value of the ‘Preface’ in
“Ratification of the True Principles of the Great Vehicle of
Sudden Awakening”

Chia-jiun Chen
Professor, Department of Literature and Creative Writing,
National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

This article explores the literary background, contents and significance of the
work, Ratification of the True Principles of the Great Vehicle of Sudden
Awakening, and its preface from Dun-Huang manuscripts. The study also
investigates the variant readings between the editions found in the Dun-Huang
manuscript P. 4646, and the Tripitaka Supplement. Further, the viewpoints and
studies put forth by various scholars, as well as the manuscripts they use such as
Tibetan materials, are also taken into account. The study offers the following
findings or contributions. First, it proves that the content in the Ratification of the
True Principles of the Great Vehicle of Sudden Awakening includes the ‘Preface,’
‘Questions and Answers,” ‘Petitions,” and ‘Final Submission.’ In terms of the
‘Preface,’ it consists of 7 paragraphs, which includes Tubo (Tibet) Zanpu’s great
deeds to promote Buddhism, Mahayana’s Dharma teaching, the ordination of the
Queen and the nobles, and the debate between sudden and gradual approaches.
Second, the meaning of many doubtful words, such as “populace”, “unsoiled”,
“compassionate” and so on are examined and identified, which enable readers to
have a better understanding of this text. Third, it shows that this precious Chinese
Dun-Huang manuscript not only balances the historical record of “debate between
the sudden and gradual approaches” but also highlights the significance behind
the event of Queen Mou-lou’s (Hbro) ordination as the first Tibetan Buddhist nun.
In summary, the goal of this article is to emphasize the value of this Dun-Huang
manuscript within the Buddhist historical literature.
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