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3 Walton, Douglas, 1999, pp. 367-377: “The argumentum ad ignorantiam or argument from
ignorance is usually defined as a type of argument of the following form: proposition A is not
known (proved) to be true (false), therefore A is false (true).”

4 Irving M. Copi and Carl Cohen, 1990, pgl17.

Y BMENEY - EERLAEERNAE - gIERIEAZE TRl ) AUEES - REREN
= T FHm ) A
6 Walton, Douglas, 1992, p. 381.
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the argument from ignorance is a reasonable (nonfallacious)
argument, but is a weaker type of inference than a deductively
valid inference. It is a plausible or presumptive type of inference,
in the sense of Rescher (1976), which rests on a major premise that
is not strictly universal, but states how things normally or usually
can be expected to go (subject to exceptions). ’

NIEE - %t Douglas = @ ME 5 " afebERERRE AT A2 — s
AiEs - RERE K TEITEE T AREME ) B T RER , BEEAVHER - A2
—fERA TEENE ) B -SSR S > EE S Douglas £2H T1REFHY
R T ETRE AR ) B RS o M0 H AR B [FAEER
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It has not been established that all the true propositions in D are
contained in K. 4 is a special type of proposition such that if 4
were true, 4 would normally or usually be expected to be in K.
Aisin D.
Aisnotin K.
For all 4 in D, 4 is either true or false.
Therefore, it is plausible to presume that A4 is false (subject to
further investigations in D).
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T T EERIERE ) AR — L E Mo - OIS > BEEESRERER
£l UFO - [NtaR UFO AFAE - REEAYE UFO AMEAERY AT REMEAR S - BE S
7Y UFO sir IRl 2 CAFAE - B ERE T AHJEEF(E ) o 1 Kellner

7 Walton, Douglas, 1992, p. 386.
8 Walton, Douglas, 1992, p. 386.
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It would seem that the argumentum ad ignorantiam is a reasonable
argument where it functions as a strong abductive argument, i.e., an
“argument to the best explanation”: under certain circumstances,
the non-existence of something provides the best explanation why
there is no evidence for it. In that case, one may be allowed to
presume, though not assert, that it does not exist. In such
circumstances, one could maintain that the fact that there is no
evidence for P is evidence that not-P. Scientists often refer to such
absence of evidence as “negative evidence.”
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® Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 730: “Understood specifically as the non-occurrence of
perception, anupalabdhi can only prove that things that are not perceived in a situation where
their perception, if they existed, would be inevitable, can be cognitively, linguistically and
physically treated as non-existent.”

10 Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 734: “We believe that this will show that Vasubandhu
is arguing along the same lines in both works, by means of an argument from ignorance, against
the existence of a self in the Abhidharmakosabhdsya, and against the existence of objects
outside of consciousness in the Vimsika.”
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1 Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 727: “We have been talking about Vasubandhu’s
argument against the existence of a self in his Abhidharmakosabhdsya 1X as an argument ad
ignorantiam, an argument which derives the non-existence of some entity from a lack of
evidence for it, or, in other words, from its non-apprehension.”

Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 740: “Similarly, in Vimsikd@ vv. 1-7, the main point is
arguably that there are no reasons to postulate external objects of perception, as a number of
facts that are usually explained by them can also be accounted for through mere-cognition.
Thus, one may see this part of the text as the first stage of an argument from ignorance; namely,
none of the three accepted pramanas, inference, scripture, or perception, attests to the existence
of such objects, therefore they do not exist and all ‘this’ is mere cognition.”

13 Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 741: “In the following verses, vv. 8—15, Vasubandhu
sets aside this objection, and hence also the idea that scripture provides evidence for the
existence of objects. This would, then, be the second stage of his argument from ignorance.”
Kochumuttom, T. A., 1989, p. 181: “Vasubandhu’s criticism of atomic realism does not amount
to the denial of an extra-mental world. Instead, it means only that he refuses to conceive the
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extra-mental world in terms of atomic realism...... Therefore it would be unreasonable to think

that Vasubandhu'’s criticism of realism is meant to deny the existence of an extra-mental world.”
IS (Mg —3R) % 1 CBETA, T31, no. 1590, p. 76b15 » 5305y » & —AJsEunsl hyitt
HIEES > J2 Kellner I Taber (/NgEz5 » SEETLBEIT L EIE Eﬁ%ﬁ/\\;ﬁﬁiﬂ'ﬁ%a A

((U’%ﬁa +E@mER) CBETA T43,no. 1834, p. 998¢22-23 HHJRaR = " fEH 5 % o Z A o

AR E o TNEE o 52 Y Ep e gt TRy o (HRHNIEMEILS - AT
PRI A s B A SRR -
Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 743: “That is to say, something exists if at least one of
the pramanas can provide evidence for it; something does not exist if no pramanas provides
evidence for it. Only after one has shown that none of the pramanas — inference, scripture, or
perception — provides evidence for the existence of objects can us safely conclude that there are

none.”
17 HRETE 5 2007 0 B 104 o
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18 Tillemans, T. J. 2008, p.63.
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Tillemans, T. J, 2008, p. 63: “In fact, as [ have argued elsewhere, the two forms of the arugment

are closely related, but the first usually turns on the second.”

2 (KORETERR) & 7(5 WAREESL ) CBETA, T30, no. 1571, p. 222a29-b4 : M pert L. 4 >
e Ao @RGP LATAR O gt AEARAR LR T 0 2ieEd 2 BAcHER o 7 AAR T
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34 Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 709: “We suggest that Vasubandhu develops in the
Vimsika an extended argumentum ad ignorantiam where the absence of external objects is
derived from the absence of evidence for their existence.”
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42 Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 711: “Finally, we speculate about why Vasubandhu
might have preferred a less explicit, indirect approach when it came to defending the central
Yogdcara thesis of ‘mere-cognition’ (vijiiaptimatra).”
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43 Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, p. 711: “Vims$ika is an idealist text, after all, which
attempts to establish that there are no uncognized objects by means of reasoning that has the
characteristics of an argument from ignorance.”
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